Zap Absorber Instruction Sheet

Congratulations on purchasing your car Zap Absorber. You are 10 minutes away from saying goodbye to static shocks from your car.

But first check the contents of the box, you should have:

1 self-adhesive Special Electrically Conductive Polymer Strip with earth wire and pre-fitted spring clip (the Zap Absorber);

1 black wire tie and 2 transparent self-adhesive strips to keep the wire tidy if necessary;

1 female piggyback spade connector and 1 fork connector to be used as alternative crimp-on earth connectors if necessary.

Safety Warning:  The polymer strip is electrically conductive and must never be connected to a domestic mains electricity supply.

Usage

Once fitted and connected to the vehicle bodywork, the Zap Absorber operates whenever you touch the special polymer strip. Since static electricity can build up quite quickly, it is most effective when touched just prior to leaving your vehicle. 

A quick touch of the Zap Absorber just before getting out of your vehicle, will be enough to protect you in most cases, but a more complete level of protection can be achieved by keeping hold of the polymer strip, whilst placing a foot out of the vehicle and making contact with the ground. We recommend this method of use in static sensitive areas such as petrol filling stations.
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Fig 1.

Connection to seat slider. (small section of paint

scratched off to ensure a good connection)
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Fig 2.

Corsa Handbrake with Zap Absorber Professionally fitted with wire hidden behind trim.
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Fig 3.

Handbrake trim lifted to show spring clip connection and wire.
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Fig 4.

Wire prepared for crimping




Fitting

	Choosing a location.

Select a position so that you can easily touch the Zap Absorber just before getting out of your vehicle. We recommend on top (Fig 2) or underneath the vehicle handbrake lever for two reasons: 1). The driver is protected every time the handbrake is applied and 2). Other passengers can easily touch the Zap Absorber.

Quick fitting to a vehicle handbrake.     

1) Choose a location - Place the polymer strip section of the Zap Absorber in your chosen location, making sure that the wire end is to the back of the handbrake and that your hand will touch the Conductive Polymer Strip when you apply the handbrake. The plain end (non wire end) of the Zap Absorber can be trimmed using scissors if necessary.

2) Stick in place - Remove the red backing tape and place the Zap Absorber in position, press it firmly to ensure good adhesion.

3) Connect the wire to the vehicle bodywork - Slide the drivers’ seat backwards or forwards to allow better access to the seat mounting bolts and brackets. Attach the spring clip to an unpainted part of the bracket or bolt as in Fig 1. If no obvious unpainted surface is available, attach the clip and then move it back and forth a few times or use a small screwdriver to scratch off sufficient paint to ensure a good connection to the vehicle body. A poor connection will prevent the Zap Absorber from functioning correctly.

4) Tidy up - Coil any excess wire and secure it out of harms way. Use the wire tie and self-adhesive strips to secure the wire to the centre console trim if needed. (Fig1)

Professional fitting to a vehicle handbrake.   

For a more professional installation, take a little extra time to hide the wire behind the handbrake gaiter or other trim (Fig 3). Follow the quick fitting instructions, but route the wire before sticking the Zap Absorber polymer strip in place.

Plan where the wire will be routed. It may be necessary to remove some items of trim to allow the wire to be passed through and give access to a suitable connection point on the vehicle bodywork. The spring clip is attached to the wire by a small screw. If the wire needs to be passed through a narrow gap or hole, the clip can be unscrewed. DO NOT attempt to detach the wire from the polymer strip. Alternate connectors are supplied that can be crimped on to the wire and used to connect to the vehicle bodywork. If you need to use the connectors, prepare the end of the wire by removing a length of the insulation and bending the exposed wire back on itself before inserting into the connector (Fig 4).

Replace any trim removed and fix the Zap Absorber polymer strip into position by removing the red backing tape and pressing firmly into place on the handbrake lever.

Fitting in other locations.

The Zap Absorber can be fitted anywhere, so long as the following guidelines are followed:

1) The Zap Absorber can be fitted anywhere that the self-adhesive layer on the polymer strip will stick to.

2) The polymer strip must be easy for the driver and preferably other occupants to touch with skin or clothing, just prior to leaving the vehicle.

3) The wire must make a good electrical connection between the polymer strip and an unpainted bare metal part of the vehicle bodywork.

4) The polymer strip can be shortened by cutting off the plain (non-wire) end if needed.

5) The wire can be shortened by cutting off the spring clip end if needed. 




Zap Absorber is manufactured in the UK by Arenro.

Web: www.arenro.com  E-Mail: cs@arenro.com  Tel: 0845 475 0262  Mail: Arenro , 3 Wheatley Lane Rd, Barrowford. Lancs. BB9 6QS

Printed on 100% recycled paper. 

Arenro packaging is intentionally recyclable. Please recycle after use.

Troubleshooting.

Problem 1: I am not sure if my Zap Absorber is fitted correctly.

Solution 1: Visually check that the spring clip or other connector (if used) is firmly connected to the metal of the vehicle bodywork. Please note that manufacturers often use plastic screw fastenings on modern vehicles so not all metal screw heads will actually make an electrical connection to the vehicle bodywork.

Solution 2: If you have access to an Ohmmeter, set the range to its highest setting and test between an exposed part of the vehicle body and any part of the polymer strip of the Zap Absorber. If the meter remains at infinity, the Zap Absorber connection to the vehicle body must be checked. Try a different position or scratch off a little paint so that the spring clip makes better contact with the metal of the vehicle body. Re-test until the meter shows a reading other than infinity.

Solution 3: A light bulb connected between the Zap Absorber polymer strip and the vehicles positive battery terminal should light if the Zap Absorber is fitted correctly.

Problem 2: I am still getting shocks when leaving my vehicle.

Solution: Occasional slight crackles of static electricity when you touch the vehicle door are a possibility due to a small static build up when you turn and slide across the vehicle seat as you leave. These should not be powerful enough to cause pain and tend to be acceptable to most people. If the shocks are powerful enough to cause pain check that your Zap Absorber is fitted correctly as explained in Solution 1. If it is fitted correctly and you are still experiencing shocks, the problem may be due to the vehicle building up static charge in a less common way. As a first measure, you should keep contact with the Zap Absorber whilst putting a foot out of the vehicle and touching the ground. This will safely discharge any static build up on the car and bring you and the car to earth potential. If this does not work or is not a satisfactory solution for you, please contact Arenro customer service to discuss an alternative solution.













